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 SPECIAL SESSION (INTERVIEWS) - 6:00 P.M. 

A. Call to Order and Announcement of a Quorum - Dr. Philip L. Nauert, Mayor. 

B. Interview, Discussion, and Evaluation of Board and Commission Applicants: 

 Interview, discussion, and evaluation of applicants interested in filling a two-year 

term (or one-year term, where applicable) on one or more of the following City of 

Bellaire boards and commissions:  Board of Adjustment, Building and Standards 

Commission, Cultural Arts Board, Environmental and Sustainability Board, 

Evelyn's Park Conservancy Board, LIFE Advisory Board, Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Board, and Planning and Zoning Commission - Submitted by City Clerk 

Tracy L. Dutton on behalf of City Council. 

C. Adjourn. 
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Item Title: 

 

Interview, discussion, and evaluation of applicants interested in filling a two-year term (or 

one-year term, where applicable) on one or more of the following City of Bellaire boards and 

commissions:  Board of Adjustment, Building and Standards Commission, Cultural Arts 

Board, Environmental and Sustainability Board, Evelyn's Park Conservancy Board, LIFE 

Advisory Board, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, and Planning and Zoning Commission 

- Submitted by City Clerk Tracy L. Dutton on behalf of City Council. 

 

Background/Summary:  

 

On June 22, 2015, members of the Bellaire City Council are scheduled to interview eight (8) 

applicants for various boards and commissions, as follows: 

 

Time Applicant Area(s) of Interest 

6:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. Denise Purcell Leisten PRAB (1st); EPCB (2nd) 

6:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Michael C. Baker BSC (1st); PZC (2nd) 

6:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. Bob Vecera EPCB (1st) 

6:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Samir Sinha PZC (1st); BOA (2nd); BSC (3rd) 

7:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Stephanie Goldfield EPCB (1st) 

7:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Helen Swiff-Goodman ESB (1st) 

7:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Terry Leavitt-Chavez EPCB (1st) 

7:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. William E. (Bill) Stone, III BOA (1st); BSC (2nd) 
 

Legend:  BOA - Board of Adjustment, BSC - Building and Standards Commission; CAB - 

Cultural Arts Board; ESB - Environmental and Sustainability Board; EPCB - Evelyn’s Park 

Conservancy Board; LIFE - Life Advisory Board; PRAB - Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board; and PZC - Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 

Special Note:  Since the EPCB is not a City board, applicants that have requested 

consideration for an appointment to the EPCB may serve on a City board simultaneously. 

 

Board of Adjustment (BOA): 

 

The BOA currently has openings for three full (two-year) terms.  Applicants include:  

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Amar Raval (I)  

Jonathan Palmer* ESB (1st) 

Samir Sinha PZC (1st); BSC (3rd) 

William E. (Bill) Stone, III BSC (2nd) 
 

(I) - Incumbent 

 

*Also interested in the EPCB.   
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Building and Standards Commission (BSC): 

 

The BSC currently has openings for three full (two-year) terms.  Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Michael C. Baker (I) PZC (2nd) 

Burt Martin (I)  

Samir Sinha PZC (1st); BOA (2nd) 

Kevin Sisk PRAB (1st); PZC (2nd) 

William E. (Bill) Stone, III BOA (1st) 

Laura Thurmond (I)  
 

(I) - Incumbent 

 

Cultural Arts Board (CAB): 

 

The CAB currently has openings for three full (two-year) terms.  Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Jane Williams*  

Andrew C. Williamson (I)  

 

(I) - Incumbent 

 

*Also interested in the EPCB.   

 

If both applicants are selected to serve on the CAB, one opening of a full (two-year) term 

will remain unfilled. 

 

Environmental and Sustainability Board (ESB): 

 

The ESB currently has openings for four full (two-year) terms and one partial (one-year) 

term.  Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Michelle Mastin  

Jonathan Palmer (I) * BOA (2nd) 

Helen Swiff-Goodman  

Jason Wintz (I)  
 

(I) - Incumbent 

 

*Also interested in the EPCB. 

  

Assuming that all four applicants are selected to serve full terms on the ESB, one opening of 

a partial (one-year) term will remain unfilled. 

 

Evelyn’s Park Conservancy Board (EPCB): 
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The EPCB currently has openings for two full (two-year) terms.  Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest* 

Jeffery S. Christman (I)  

Stephanie Goldfield  

Terry Leavitt-Chavez  

Denise Purcell Leisten PRAB (1st) 

Jonathan Palmer ESB (1st); BOA (2nd) 

Bob Vecera  

Jane Williams CAB (1st) 
 

(I) Incumbent 

 

*An appointment to the EPCB would not conflict with appointments of the applicants to 

other City boards or commissions. 

 

LIFE Advisory Board (LIFE): 

 

LIFE currently has openings for four full (two-year) terms and one partial (one-year term).  

Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Barbara Davis (I)  

Roberta Murray (I)  

 

(I) Incumbent 

 

If both incumbents are selected to serve full terms on LIFE, two full terms and one partial 

term will remain unfilled. 

 

Special Note:  LIFE meets during the day (fourth Thursday of the month at noon) and the 

board members are requested to attend and participate in the programs.  The majority of 

the programs occur during the daytime and many of the programs last all day (i.e., bus 

trips).   

 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB): 

 

The PRAB currently has openings for four full (two-year) terms.  Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Todd Blitzer (I)  

Denise Purcell Leisten*  

Paula Mey (I)  

Kevin Sisk PZC (2nd); BSC (3rd) 

 

(I) Incumbent 

 

*Also interested in the EPCB. 
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Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC): 

 

The PZC currently has openings for three full (two-year) terms.  Applicants include: 

 

Applicant Other Area(s) of Interest 

Michael C. Baker BSC (1st) 

Christopher Butler (I)  

Winfred C. Frazier (I)  

Scott Rubenstein  

Samir Sinha BOA (2nd); BSC (3rd) 

Kevin Sisk PRAB (1st); BSC (3rd) 

Bill Thorogood (I)  
 

(I) Incumbent 

 

Next Steps: 

 

Agenda items have been scheduled for Monday, July 6, 2015, to provide an opportunity for 

City Council to make appointments to the following boards and commissions:  BOA, BSC, 

CAB, ESB, EPCB, LIFE, PRAB, and PZC.  An item will also be placed on the agenda that 

evening for City Council consideration to direct the City Clerk to advertise for any openings 
on boards and commissions that were not filled this evening. 

 

The Board and Commission Annual Training has been scheduled on Thursday, July 30, 2015. 
 

Previous Council Action Summary: 

 

Interviews for boards and commissions were conducted on June 15, 2015.  At the 

conclusion of this session (June 22, 2015), all scheduled interviews will have been 

conducted. 

 

Fiscal Impact: 

 

N/A 

 

Recommendation: 

 

N/A 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Boards and Commissions Applications for June 2015 (PDF) 
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