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Environmental and Sustainability (ESB) Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Bellaire City Hall Council Chamber 

Meeting Minutes 

A. Call to Order and Announcement of a Quorum 

The regular meeting of Environmental and Sustainability Board (ESB) was called to 

order at 6:37PM on Wednesday, May 9, 2018, by Jon Palmer, Chairman. There was a 

quorum of members present. 

Members Present 

Jon Palmer 

Ayobamidele (Ayo) Bello 

Joe Burris  

Michelle (Micki) Mastin 

Brian Witt 

Members Absent 

Ritwick Agrawal 

George Williams 

Non-Voting Members Present 

Michael Leech, Bellaire Solid Waste & Streets Superintendent (Public Works 

Representative) 

B. Approval of Minutes: The draft April meeting minutes were previously circulated 

for review. Ayo indicated that the date and location of the meeting needed to be 

revised and without any further comments motioned for the approval of the minutes 

with the modifications. Micki seconded the approval and the minutes as amended 

were subsequently approved unanimously. 

C. Introduction of Visitors: 

1. Stewart and Samara Zuckerbrod 

2. Jim Burrough. 

D. Citizen Comments, if any:  

1. Samara indicated she is a high school senior and IB student at Bellaire High 

School. As part of her IB work and personal effort, she is trying to get the city 

to ban single use plastic straws. She indicated she is working with/through a 

Seattle based foundation to understand how the ban was implemented in 

Seattle and how they were able to get businesses on board. She hopes to 

attend future meetings and update the Board as she continues to gather more 

information relative to the cause. She would like to solicit support ffrom the 
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Board when the time comes. There a brief discussion relative to plastic straws 

but no action taken. 

2. Jim indicated he is a retired emergency personnel and has been a long time 

resident. He indicated he applied to be a member of the ESB and PRAB and 

look forward to continued service to fellow residents. He also indicated he is 

an avid composter and has not thrown away a bag of grass clippings from his 

yard in over 40 years. 

E. Council Liaison Comments – Neil Verma: Absent 

1. None. 

F. Public Works (PW) Update:  

1. Michael indicated that the position of the solid Waste Superintendent was 

open to replace Darold who is transitioning over to the Police department. He 

hopes the new person will be able to focus on solid waste and manage the 

solid waste fleet vehicle maintenance program and not worry with streets and 

drainage like Darold was. 

G. Board Business: 

1. Updating and approval of the ESB Rules of Procedure 

a. Micki provided a version of the rules she has modified (mostly formatting) 

for review. 

b. Joe indicated the need to update the order of business to reflect current 

proceedings. 

c. With no further revisions, Joe motioned for the approval of the rules as 

modified. Micki seconded and all Board members in attendance voted to 

approve. 

2. Update on requirements for ESB name change 

a. Item adjourned till next meeting. 

b. Ayo offered to reach out to the City Clerk; Tracy Dutton to see if she was 

aware of any procedures to officially change the name of the Board. 

3. Follow-up on recommendations for the Solid Waste Truck Wrap 

a. Michael indicated that the board recommendation has been passed along 

to the City’s Communication Team as an agenda item for their next 

meeting. Michael will update the Board on any resulting decision by the 

team. 

4. Update on the City’s Solid Waste Service Plan. 

a. Michael handed out a copy of the FY 2019 plan and briefly explained the 

content of the plan to the Board. There were some questions and 

discussion on service plan items. There were some possible typos on some 

dates and numbers. Mike indicated he would review and revise and send a 

copy of the revised version to the Board. 

5. H-GAC FY 2019 Solid Waste Grant Application.  
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a. Michael indicated that PW submitted the application to H-GAC earlier in 

the week for $25,000 to buy vouchers for HHW disposal as previously 

done. He indicated the presentation of the application went ok and was 

hoping to be notified of the results at the next H-GAC monthly meeting. 

Michael to update the Board after he receives notice from H-GAC. 

6. Educational Outreach Material. 

a. Events 

i. There was a quick recap of the event attended since the last 

meeting 

1. Spring Fling 

2. Earth Day event at Evelyn’s Park 

ii. There was a discussion about the need to update the boards used at 

events and the possibility of having a new board printed instead of 

using actual materials. No action taken. 

b. ESB Sign 

i. There was a brief discussion about the need for the Board to have a 

sign/banner made for use at events but item pending possible 

Board name change. 

7. Ongoing Board Initiatives/Outstanding Items: 

a. No updates. 

8. Social Media Posts. 

a. No activity taken as there were still enough approved posts to last through 

the next meeting. 

H. New Business: 

1. Solid Waste Schedule Magnets – Brian asked about the frequency of 

distribution of the magnets as he recently came across an old magnet at his 

house. Mike indicated he wasn’t sure of the frequency but would update the 

Board at the next meeting. Joe indicated he recalled getting one recently for 

2018 and would confirm if current or not. 

I. Next Meeting: The next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday June 6, 2018 at 

the City Council Conference Room. 

J. Adjourn: Jon motioned to adjourn the meeting. Ayo seconded. There being no 

further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47PM.  

 

Submitted by: Ayobamidele G. Bello 
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